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REVEREND DOCTOR 


JAM ES BUTLER, Ge. 
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REvD. SIR, 


W was informed hs a Letter from 


you to Lord Kenmare was to appear in the 


publick prints, containing ſome ſtrictures on 
a late Publication by the prefent Biſhop of 


Cloyne, I was very anxious to ſee it; as from 


the honour I have had 1n your Acquaintance, 
though not as cloſe as I could with it to 
be, and alſo from a knowledge of your Birth 
Integrity and Erudition, I had not upon my 
mind a doubt of meeting in it a Candid, 


Learned, and Gentleman-like anſwer to thoſe 


parts of the Biſhop of Cloyne's Pamphlet, 


which have appeared to you objectionable. 


J likewiſe expected to find as full, and as fair a 
vinajcation of thoſe Tenets of the Church of 
— 2 | Rome, 


A 
* 
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Rome, which have alarmed his Lordſhip for 
the ſafety of the Proteſtant Church and of the 
Conſtitution of this Kingdom. 


Sir, your Letter has at laſt appeared; I have 


read it, and I am convinced, that you have 
not advanced any thing in it, which you do 


not believe to be ſtrictly true.— But, though 


that might be fully ſuffeient for the quieting 
of your own Conſcience, and perhaps of that 
too of the Right Honourable Nobleman to 


whom your Letter is addreſſed, —yet as it 


ſeems that the Letter was intended to go fur- 


ther, and not to reſt in the cabinet of that 


Noble Lord, but to make its way into the 


world, the Community certainly has a right 


to call upon you for incontrovertible proofs, 


and is not obliged to take mere Aſſertions, 


the opinions of ſome Individuals, or even the 
ſentiments of little Aſſemblies ſelf-conven'd, 
as if they could eſtabliſh Facts, which are 
brought forward to overthrow regular official 
Documents enforcing great and authorized 


Doarines of the Church of Rome, and as it were 
ſanctified by the holy Interpoſition and Zeal 
of a Roman Legaze.—Cardinal Ghilini writes 


to the Titular Arch-Biſhops, and Biſhops of 


this Kingdom, at a moment when our Legiſla- 


ture wiſhed to throw open wide the ack of 
Liberty to every Subject, and to ſpread an 


Univerſal Toleration through the land. His 
Lordſhip of Cloyne has publiſted his Letter. 


It ents ſpeaks for the Legate's ſentiments, 
and for the ordinances, of his Prince, and his 


Conclave; 
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Conclave; and that it ſhould have its full 
force, the Nuncio refers the Biſhops of this 


Kingdom to the many Deciſions of the Holy 


Councils on a fingle Tenet, which like the 


ſin of Judah is leg with a Pen of Iron, 


and is graven upon the table of their hearts 
and upon the horns of their altars. One of 


the Suffragan Titular Biſhops of the Province 


of Leinſter, Doctor de Burgho Hiſtoriographer 


Sc. Sc. with more Zeal than Prudence, and 
perhaps with the vanity of an Author, intro- 
dauced into a Work he had then in hand, his 
Hibernia Dominicana, the Cardinal Legate's 
letter, which with all its inflammable materials 


might poſſibly have lain in a ſeemingly quiet 
ſtate, like the devouring fires of Holcanos. 


"You ſay, Sir, that the Biſhop of Cloyne by 


the publication of his 'Pamp/let has undone all 
that has been done in favour of the Roman 
Catholicks by undermining the primary title 


the Roman Catholicks had to the protection of 
Government, and the confidence of their fellow- 


ſubjects.— No, Sir, it is the publication of 


your Cardinal Legate's letter, and of Doctor 
de Burgho's encomiums upon it, which you 
ought to. arraign, for that loſs of confidence, 


which you ſeem ſo much to apprehend. I 


knew intimately Doctor de Burgho; he was a 


very learned man, and well eſteemed by men 


of the firſt learning in 2h Country and upon 


the Continent: The authority of ſuch a man 


muſt have great weight with the maſs of 
the * BER, 


You 
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that he has ſearched out. thoſe works, and 


135 15 


Fou fav, Sir, that the Legate's letter, with 
the Doctor's animadverſions upon it, were 


conſigned to eternal Ollivion in a meeting at 
Thurles, of the Roman Catholic Prelates in 


the year 1775; and that upon a notification 
to Rome of your proceedings of that day, 


nothing in them was conſidered there in the 


ſmalleſt degree obnoxious to the Holy See. 


Now, Sir, permit me to avow that in my 
apprehenſi jon the Co/tvron to which thoſe 


works and thoſe ſecret proceedings were con- 
ſigned, and for which you are pleaſed to give 


yourſelves fo much credit with Government, 
might be conſidered in a very different ſenſe; 
and ] am of opinion, that every diſpaffio- 
nate perſon will naturally ſay, that a 
piiblic cenſure paſſed upon thoſe works, 
and a ſerious confutation of them by your- 
ſelves, with an wnequ/cocal approbation from 


the Holy See of all that you had done, 
would have more effectually firengthened 
the confidence of Government and your 


fellow- ſubjedts, than your dark ſhade of 


boaſted oblivion could poſſibly have done. 

And indeed, Sir, I cannot but obſerve, that 
there was.in your own minds a troubleſome 
alarm that a day would come, when a Ig 
would ſhine upon this oblivion ; and there- 
fore it was wzſe in you to be prepared to 


meet the event. And amidſt the triumph of 


this ingenious - movement, you bring the 
heavy charge ' againſt the Biſhop of Cloyne, 


has 
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"You 22 8 with the horrid and ab- 
ſurd view of ſpreading diſtruſt among a 
people he muſt live with, and in the hope of 
making uſe of the diſcovery. he has made, 
as a deadly blow to all your fond hopes of 
protection and confidence from Government. 
and your fellow-ſubjeas. _ 

If, Sir, you had read with attention his 
Lordſhip's Pamphlet, you could not have fo 
far deviated from the general tenor of your 
conduct, as to hazard a concluſion ſo ground- 
leſs and ſo directly oppoſite to all the wiſhes 
of the Right Reverend Prelate. His conſtant 


object in all his labours has been to promote 
cordial Union, to make every man ſee and feel 


the advantages of Amity, and to join in one 
reſpectable Body Politic the ſeveral parts of 
this kingdom, which has. been ſhattered by the 


animoſity of contending parties. But his 


Lordſhip does not think /t Union can be 
formed upon ' ſuch fantaſtic foundations, as 


theſe Tenets, which may be moulded at the 


will of foreign Powers. Milton, confeſſedly 
a very able Stateſman, with an aſtoniſhing 
univerſality of Learning and Genius, was 
decidedly of this opinion. In the dreadful | 
confuſion, and anarchy of times, his won- 
derful mind felt the heroic impulſe to recal 
things into order; and the plan of Govern- 
ment, which he had conceived for our Me- 
ridian, and publiſhed at the time, was drawn 
upon the large ſcale of Univerſal Toleration ; 


but he laments, that he could not admit thoſe 
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of the Roman Catholic Communion into it, 


- becauſe he ſays * that their Tenets are 
<< inadmiſſible; that they argue from other 
authorities than the Scriptures, and from 


ſuch human authorities draw vicious con- 
<luſions, and from thence infer dangerous 


that many of their Communion are beter than 
heir Tenets, He hopes that there are man 


" 6ther better means of ſafety to the State, than 


Oaths of Allegiance, to bind the Roman Ca- 
tholicks of this kingdom to their Proteſtant 
fellow. ſubjects. There are many civil! Inter- 
eſts in the hands of the Legiflature, which can 
"more effectually ſecure this attachment than 
- Oaths of Allegiance, which are too often over- 
come by the force of the Sword, by the greater 
force of the aſſumption of Spiritual Dominion, 
and by the ſubtilty and vanity of ſcholaſtic 


learning, ſo admirably ridiculed by the witty 
e of 1-udibras. | | 
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"unqueſtionably good. We have very ſtrong 
and authentic proof of your beſt wiſhes for the 
duet And, peace of this: Ragan: At the head 
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poſitions,” obnoxious to ſuch a general Urion, | 

as he propoſed and wiſhed to fee eſtabliſned. 
But, Sir, the Biſhop of Clyne does not go 
ſo far; from the liberality of his mind he 
hopes the beſt ; he ſays, that he is very certain 
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of your Suffragan Biſhops lately convened. by 
you at Cork, you called before you ore of your 
on Communion, whoſe conduct is now the ſub- 
je of general diſcuſſion, and who had fallen 


under your diſpleaſure for certain publications, 


which ſeemed to you to be unguarded and 
unfounded, and to have given NATIONAL 
OFFENCE. If I am well informed, this 


Gentleman was ordered to give up thoſe 
papers, and likewiſe the opinions which they 


7aught. But though he was humbled upon 


his #nees before you, yet you were not able 
to humble his mind, or bend his haughty 
ſpirit. He would not obey. your orders, but 
treated them with contumacy and contempt, 


in an arrogant and preſumptuous ſtile telling 


you, OD SCRIPS1, SCRIPST; upon which, 


Sir, I am told that you with a virtuous and 


noble indignation reminded him, that theſe 
were the words of PONTIUS PILATE. 


But though your conduct in this inſtance is 
much to be admired, yet I cannot avoid can- 
vaſſing the matter of” your late publication, 
and ſhall now proceed to that paſſage in 


which you ſay, that you received letters from 
the Cardinal Marefuſchi, who was intruſted 


by his“ Holineſs with the ſuperintendance 


e 


of your eccleſiaſtical affairs in Ireland, and 
alſo from the Sacred Congregation, conveying 
a full approbation of all that you had done; 
and that they ſound nothing in the Teſt of 
Allegiance held out by the Legiflature to 
the Roman Catholicks of Ireland, contrary 
to the . of the Roman Catholick 
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9 Faith. ”——Undoubtedly, Sir, this will be 


allowed; and it is what we now complain of. 


But I do not wiſh to, preſs this point upon 
' you; and therefore 1 ſhall only ſay, that the 
aſſenters to a Faith, which holds that there is : 


in any One or in any Order of men an abu 


Apen ſing power, muſt allow, let their feelings 


be what they may, that there are no engage- 


ments, no obligations, however ſtrong or ſa- 


cred, that are not under the control of that 
power.; and that of courſe, Teſts of Allegiance, 


though bound up by the moſt ſolemn Oaths, 
are not in the hands of thoſe who gave them, 


are not of any ſecurity to thoſe to whom they 


were given; they virtually refide ſolely in the 
Expoſitor of that Faith; on his Will alone 
their exiſtence depends. 

Sir, you ſay that you ſhewed thoſe letters 
to Lord Fery and to our Primate, and that 


you have kept authentic vouchers of them.— 


 Strely, Sir, thoſe learned and wiſe Perſonages 
_ muſt have perceived the delicacy of your 
ſituation at the time; and muſt have been 


ſurprized at your labours and at your authen- 


tic Vouchers, authentic proofs of nothing. — 

But, Sir, I could have wiſhed, when your 
curious confidence led you to communicate 
thoſe letters, that you had gone a little further, 
and had ſhewn, at the ſame time, the peniſen- 
tial letter from Cardinal Ghilini that you tell 
us of, or that you had produced any regular 


judicial proofs inſtituted in your Spiritual 
Courts, and followed up by official cenſure 


and Pans againſt the Sar en Legate, and 
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Cave of Oblivion. 


CEASE 1] 
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againſt Dogdo de Burgho for his broad Com- 


ments and ingenious Eulogy on the Legate's 
paſtoral letter in his Hibernia Dominicana.— 
No, Sir, we have no authentic vouchers of 
Abhorrence in the Sacred College or in the 
Sacred Congregation, of ſuch dangerous tenets. 
ITL LLL TAT LTT TTA LT 

The Spirit of your Conſecration Oath is tamed 
and reduced; and by your interpretation of 
perſequar & im pugnobo it is plain you wiſh to 
e me this whole buſineſs to your favourite 
But it was not accord- 
ing to this mild expoſition of the terms, that 


Boſſueét, Biſhop of Meaux, purſued and fought 


in deadly ſpiritual war, that truly great man, 


Fenelon, Archbithop of Cambray, a man of 
the moſt brilliant Genius, and of Virtues yet 
more conſpicuous, on account of a fort of 


Yielding in him to ſome Opinions productive 
of the pureſt - morals, and of the beſt uſes 
to ſociety, which were taught in the reign 
of Lewis the Fourteenth of Fe rance, by a vir- 


tuous ſect called Quletiſte, very much re- 


ſembling the Naters of our Country.— 


This great and good man (though patroniz- 


ed by Madame de Mazrntenon, favourite of 


that deſpotic Prince) fell a victim to the per- 
ſecution of Boſſuèt; and thus by the acrimony 


of a jealous author, and by his pious intrigues, 
and with the Magick Hat of the Holy Sce, 
this Ornament of your Church was laid un- 


der an Interdiction, and obliged to go through 
a painful Penance; and from that Pulpit, from 
which he had fo often with inſpired energy of 


der ſuaſion 


1 : 


. perfuaſion preached the goodneſs and mercies 


of. his Saviour to man, he was compelled to 


give up thoſe opinions, and to abhor humſelf 
and them in the ſhameful duſt and aſhes with 
which Boſſuét had covered him, and to ſtand 


by a witneſs to the Burning of thoſe Works 


(worth an Alexandrian Librar) ) by the common 


Hangman.—Has any Judgment like %s been 
paſſed. upon the Cardinal Legate's letter, and 
upon the Supplement of DoQor de Burgho's 


Hibernia Dominicana, which at this day (1 will 
venture to ſay) is in the hands of 99577 learn- 


ed man of your Communion in this kingdom! 2 


— ir, the Biſhop of Cloyne has given us in his 
Pamphlet a Tranſcript of your Conſecration 
Oath, as breathing a congenial ſpirit with the 
Legate's Letter and Doctor de Burgho' s Sup- 


plement. You are pleaſed to inſert in your 


Letter a ſort of a Paraphraſe upon this Oath by 
the Biſhop of Meaux, who dwells much upon 


the vague parentheſis of Salvo meo ardine ; —and 
you, Sir, whoſe authority and expoſition have 
infinitely more weight, with me, ſay, that the 
words Pperſequar, & impugnabo have no other 
meaning than that of oppoſing and refuting 
by the ſpiritual weapons of. the Goſpel all 
. of doctrines contrary to its principles. 


ir, I know. that 4 am now writing to a 
Gentleman converſant It various kinds of 


Literature; therefore give me leave to aſk 
you, if you have met in any language an 
inſtance, except this one, where figurative and 

| 17 2 wetrpharteal 
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metaphorical words. are uſed in conſtructing } 
DODathr. An Oath ſhould have but ove mean- 
ing, and that the plaineſt and moſt ſimple; 
and the beſt aſcertained words in any language 
ſhould be ſought for, in the forming of it.— 
But, Sir, I do conceive that if a Poet in his 
fineft phrenzy was deſcribing two famiſhed 
Lions fighting for food in the Tandy deſarts of 
Lybia, he could not be ym fortunate in any 
words than perſequor & imp. i870; at leaſt, 1 
hope it will be allowed me, that they ill 
become the language of an Apoſtolic preacher 
of the Goſp el of: Hace. | 
ä 550 that I am exceeding the bonnie | 
of a Letter, and treſpaſſing too long upon your 
time, and therefore: I will not detain you by 
any animadverſions upon Opinions of this or 
that Monarch to which you allude; they are 
very foreign to the points in queſtion; but it 
might be of uſe to ſay, that all the States of 
Europe, and the two Americas, and every ill- 
fated ſpot on the Globe beſides, which has been 
vifited by this drſpen/ing ſpiritual power and 
ſpiritual pride, have felt ſeverely the rueful 
effects. — And, Sir, you will agree with me, that 
this muſt be for ever the caſe, when a weak, 
. wretched man can bring himſelf to believe that 
the Supremacy of the Almighiy is delegated to 
him alone, and When he can find others to 
unite with him in this madneſs; it is not ſur- 
prizing then, that he ſhould find himſelf upon 
the Ga F "0 LEW; and ate pe to hi 
a ä ze 
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the wfirlwind.— And ſurely, Sir, when ſuch an 
impious folly poſſeſſes the mind; when a be- 


lief prevails, that all thoſe who are out of the 
pale of the Church of Rome, are likewiſe out of 
the favour of GOD, hs not wonderful, that 
the words perjequar & mmpugnaho ſhould be 


found in your Conſecration Oath, and that 
ſuch Spiritual Gerera/s ſhould with ſuch 
Vigour take this Oath. — There is a Faith 


inculcated thro' the land, according to the 
dangerous and ſeducing Spirit of which it 


is a virtue Io decerve ; and it is the Embaſ]y,of 
an Angel, in the propagation of it, to be ſent. 


abroad to-de/troy. Can Jegiſlation be given to 


men of ſuchi a Faith? Can Armies and Fleets 


be truſted to their Command, can the Educa- 


tian of our Youth be conſigned to their care, 


in a Kingdom where two thirds of the Inha- 


bitants are of this Faith, and where many of 
them are Tenants to large properties which 


their Anceſtors had forfeited for the repeated 
breaches of thoſe Oaths of Allegiance ſo much 
of late depended on? 

Should we not ther, Sir, think alt of the 
Biſhop of Cloyne, who -ſlumbers not in the 
hour of danger, but ſtands frm on the top 
of his Watch-tower, calls loudly to the Nation, 
and warns the people of their danger. 


Sir, the mes call for plain ſpeaking | 51 ſhould e 
not otherwiſe have troubled you with this | 


Letter, and did not wiſh to enter with you 


into ſo minute a diſcuſſion of the ſubject. 


I ſhall only now beg leave to tranſcribe a few 


lines 


ct 


E 


lines from a valuable Performance, deſerved]! 
held in the higheſt eſteem by the Public, 
written in the ſtrongeſt and moſt elegant 
ſtile, with the fulleſt Legal and Hiſtorical 


Information that can be met with, by 
Dominick Trant, Eſq; 


In one place he ſays, And who is there 
« ſo ignorant, as not to know that the 


political Conſtitution of a Country has an 


« jntimate connection with its native Church 2. 


„ that the manners, morals, habits, and 


« opinions of the people are framed and 
« moulded by the nature of their Creeds, and 
by the purity, or corruption of their religi- 
ous Doctrines and forms of Worſhip ?? _ 
And in another place, ſpeaking of the 


* 


cc 


aſcendancy of the Romiſh Church, he ſays, 


« to ſpeak in the mildeſt language of modern 


„ Toleration, it is not entirely favourable to 


« liberty of Conſcience, or to the perſonal 


freedom and civil rights of mankind. 


Sir, it is injuſtice to mutilate a work of 


ſuch diſtinguiſhed merit; but I hope that 


what I have pointed out may excite a wiſh in 
you to read the entire Pamphlet; I ſhall not 
then be ſorry for having taken this liberty with 
it, nor do I think that you will conſider your 


time miſ- ſpent in the peruſal. 


I am, Sir, he. 8 
with great reſpect and eſteem, 
Pour very obedient, . 
and very humble ſervant, &c. Sc. 


A Friend 10 Toleration upon ſafe Principles. 
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